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~ ‘War on Nicaragua’

By Saul Landau

r on the Govern-
ment of Nicaragua and thereby pre-
- serve the Constitution.

“should decl war

The United States Government is '

;. waging war against Nicaragua and
‘ has been for more than a year, but
" Congress has not declared war. The

Constitution gives this power to Con-

- gress, but someone else has usurped it |
. = &nd, by calling the war intelligence :
. activity, they've gotten away with it. .

J'“Tne “someone” is the Central Intelli-

1 gence Agency, commanded by Presi-

l dent Reagan. Here is how the usurpa:
tion took place.

l According to a member of Congress,
ca Nov. 18, 198], William J. Casey, Di-

, rector of Central Intelligence, rode 2 lit-

i tle-used elevator to the fourth floor of

the Capitol, where the House Select
Committee on Intelligence occasionally
meets. Mr. Casey informed the Con-
gressmen that the President had
“signed on” to a $18 million covert pack-

age — money now being used to destabi- .
Lize znd eventually overthrow the Nica.

raguzn Government. .

Congress is now informed, Mr.
Casey told the gathering, referring to
the Hughes-Ryan Amendrment, which
the C.ILA. has interpreted to mean
that Congress is “‘informed” as soon
2s the intelligence committees are
told about violent covert actions.
Each intelligence comsmittee mem-
ber, however, is oath-bound not to re-

veal 2 word of what he knows, even to : _ villages, and I saw many evacuating .

other House and Senate members.

That's how the war began — in_
policy circles. On the ground, the-

players are different. Some of the

ways in which Mr, Casey's $19 million

budget gets spent are described in a
videotape I received in the mail from
an unknown sender. It contains testi-
mony by an Argentine, Hector
Frances, who claimed that he de-
fected from Argentine Intelligepce

Battalion No. 601, which had posted

him: to Costa Rica to work with the

C.I.A. to overthrow the Nicaraguan

83

Government. He says that he and
other Argentine advisers were paid
$3,000 a month plus lavish hotel and
living expenses in Costa Rica and

e

Honduras. He says that on several oc- -

- casions he carried payoff dollars —

enortnous sums spent to ‘maintain

thousands of former members of the -

late Nicaraguan President Anastasio
*“feeding them and keeping the camps

- going.” (Conversations with United

- Somoza Debayle’s National Guard,

States intelligence officials and an Ar-

gentine officer have since confirmed

- Mr. Frances’s identity and his state-
ments about the C.I.A. and Argentine ’

roles in Nicaragua.}

Further corroboration came tromr

William Baltodano, 2 Nicaraguan con-

victed in January 1982 of conspiring to

dvnamite Nicaragua’s oil refinery
and cement plant. He met Mr.
Frances in Costa Rica and they

worked together on the sabotage plan.
- Mr. Baltodano, who spoke to me in 2

Managua prison, said that Argentines
had given him $50,000 to buy arms and
explosives. :

Mr. Frances’s tape described the
C.I.A’s involvement in other sabo-
tage operations, including one in
which Argentine and C.1.A. agents ap-
parently blew up a bridge near the
Honduran border. 1 saw the bridge —
and the job was done so thoroughly

that the Nicaraguans still hadn’t been

able to repair it six months later.
Mr. Reagan “‘signed on” to more
than a property damage-plan when he

. gavethe C.1.A, the green light. I spoke

to Nicaraguan widows left with many
children, and to women whose hus-.

-bands and sons had been kidnapped

and still had not returned. Peasants
complained to me that shells were
lobbed daily from Honduras into their

the war zone with their belongings

piled on ox carts.

- In & Nicaraguan prison, two cap-
tured former Guardsmen told me
more about how the C.I.A.'s $19 mil.’

lion is distributed. The two men said -
that a Honduran Army major took
them from a refugee camp in Hon-
duras to a training camp where they :
learned guerrilla and commando tac- -
tics. Then they became bodyguards -
for a camp commander. He met
monthly in a Tegucigalpa safe house
with “‘a gringo colonel” who handed
out thousands of Honduran lempiras, |
according to the Guardsmen.

“‘How did you know he was from the |
U.S. Army?” 1
“Our commanders told us, they
jdentified himas U.S. Army.” '

The M-78 grenades, the United

‘States-made rocket l@ganshers, ration

boxes and radio equipment, the ex- -

- Guardsman’s testimony, the Argen-

tine defector, the dynamiter, the

. member of Congress - all add up to

war waged by our Government under
the name of intelligence.

" The warmaking power is the most

_important power Congress has. It is

still not toc late to call for a declaration
of war. If a majority of members de- |
cide that Nicaragua has not provided

causus belli, they will vote against de- :(
claring war. Perhaps then and only -
then will they exert their conmstitu- |
-tional power and stop the covert war, |
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